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The mission of The Nature 
Conservancy is to conserve the lands 
and waters on which all life depends.
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Indigenous peoples hold nearly 25 
percent of the world’s lands and 
waters, representi ng 80 percent of the 
Earth’s biodiversity.  

The natural world is central to 
Indigenous peoples’ identi ty and 
well-being, and complex challenges 
such as natural resource development 
and climate change are threatening 
the environment upon which their 
livelihoods and cultural values depend. 

As a global priority for the Nature 
Conservancy, we collaborate with 
Indigenous peoples throughout 
the world to foster our shared 
commitment to environmental 
stewardship.  The Conservancy 
endorses a human rights-based 
approach to conservati on and 
recognizes that Indigenous peoples 
and local communiti es are essenti al to 
achieving sustainable ecological and 
development outcomes.  

Indigenous & 
Communal
Conservati on

Local Voices. Local Acti on. Global Impact.
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       Global programs are            
                                  adapted to the unique         
                                  needs of Indigenous 
peoples and local communiti es.                                     
Fundamentals of our work include:

Capacity Building, Rights & Livelihoods
People become acti ve parti cipants in decisions 
that will shape their futures.

Global Policy, Advocacy & Decision-Making
Practi ce and policy changes lead to equitable 
access to resources, land tenure reform, increased 
benefi t fl ow to Indigenous communiti es and 
respect for their human rights.

Conservati on, Resource Mgmt & Governance 
Improved stewardship and tenure leads to more 
sustainable use, healthy ecosystems, and greater 
income derived from those resources.

Sustainable Credit & Financing 
Access to funding ensures that communiti es have 
what they need to plan and implement programs 
that address local concerns, improve quality of 
life, and promote economic security.

Climate Change & Other Threats 
Tackling climate change and ensuring communiti es 
are equipped to adapt to a changing environment 
enables people to blend traditi onal practi ces with 
new strategies to minimize its aff ect on food and 
water security, ecosystems, and livelihoods.

Research & Planning
Long-term preservati on of cultural values depends 
on the ability to use data to make informed 
choices and create conditi ons that will support 
vital communiti es today and beyond.

Indigenous 
peoples 
inhabit some of the most biodiversity rich 
areas of the world. 

Our programs target key locati ons where 
the needs of people and the environments 
that support them are greatest. 
For example:

Africa - Land rights, livelihood 
development, capacity building, and natural 
resource management.

Amazon - Land stewardship, capacity 
building, livelihood development, corporate 
engagement, infrastructure development, 
and fi nancing strategies.

Australia - Land stewardship, protected 
areas management, carbon programs, 
livelihood development, capacity building, 
and fi nancing strategies.

Canada - Leadership development, 
capacity building, youth training, fi nancing 
strategies, and land, estuary and near-shore 
resource management.

Elements of
Success

Working Globally

Our Goal    

The Nature Conservancy works to elevate
Indigenous-led and community-based 
     conservati on by advancing 
                                sound natural resource 
management, policy and practi ce reform, 
and capacity building programs. Our work 
promotes tangible benefi ts, sustainable 
fi nancing strategies and equitable access 
to credit. Programs target urgent threats, 
securing land tenure and access, supporti ng  
Indigenous rights, and improving livelihoods 
and wellbeing. We leverage our global 
knowledge and a proven track record 
to off er an unmatched complement of 
programs and services. Most importantly, 
we work as a partner with those we serve, 
making sure that community needs and 
local prioriti es are identi fi ed and addressed.

Holisti c Approach                                          Indigenous peoples   
                                          face complex 
and interrelated challenges. The Nature 
Conservancy believes that lasti ng soluti ons 
require well-rounded strategies. Our 
programs value traditi onal knowledge and 
cultural disti ncti ons. We incorporate best 
management practi ces and parti cipatory 
approaches to planning, decision-making 
and monitoring. We integrate gender, 
empowerment, and confl ict resoluti on 
skills into capacity building to lay a solid 
foundati on for lasti ng change.
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