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Dear Family and Friends,

When we sent out photo cards earlier in the month, I didn't get them to everyone and I failed to add a note.  So, I thought I'd jot a few lines to send out via e-mail.  That way I can send a couple more pictures and give a quick rundown of some of the events in our lives this past year.
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 The biggest change of the year for us was Marika's starting college (that's right, I said COLLEGE!) at Whitman College, in Washington.  It's a very well-respected liberal arts college that is close enough to home that we've been able to see Marika several times since the start of the academic year.  It's exciting to see Marika grow into adulthood, but we all miss having her at home.  We are currently enjoying a long visit from Marika during her winter break.

Another bit of news from 2003 is our new (old) pop-up camper.  We bought it on Memorial Day, when David was wishing he was out camping with the rest of the world.  It's very old and pretty primitive (no voltage converter, no 12v fridge, no potty...), but we're enjoying it a lot and it's way cushy compared to tent camping.  It's also light enough to haul with our Subaru; we wanted to avoid having to buy an SUV (boo, hiss!) to haul it.  We took it out several times during the summer and have been compiling a list of favorite campgrounds.
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Mostly, we camped at the beach.  I've included a shot from one of those trips, just so I can remember what it's like to be warm and in the sunshine!
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Ben has been enjoying preschool.  Some of his friends have started kindergarten; Ben will go next year, but is able to visit with those friends in the afternoons, when they finish school.  Ben and I built a treehouse this past summer, as you can see.

Judy and I are both a bit unsettled in our jobs these days.  Judy seems to be about ready to leave academia (she's been teaching at the University of Oregon School of Law for several years), while a number of staff changes--along with Oregon's very high unemployment rate--have made things at my work (the Oregon Employment Appeals Board) more difficult and stressful than usual.  So, one or the other or both of us may move on to something different in the upcoming year.  Let us know if you hear about a turnkey operation in Fiji, the Bahamas, or someplace similar (yes, the weather here is feeling a bit oppressive to us this year).
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So those are some of the events on our end.  I hope this holiday season finds you in the company of loved ones and that you are finding blessings in all the things that life brings your way.  Drop me a line if you find a free moment and rest assured that you will be in our hearts during the upcoming year.

Best wishes, 

David, Judy, Marika and Ben
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